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DECADE OF

CENTENARIES

1921

was one of the most mem-

orable years in Kilkenny
during the War of Inde-

pendence period.

Kilkenny County Council Li- -
brary Service, as part of its ongoing :
Programme of Events over thelast
few years to commemorate the :
Decade of Centenaries has com-
missioned two short publications,
Supported by the Department of
‘Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media under the De-

‘cade of Centenaries 2012-2023 :

Jinitiative.

One of the main aims of the
Programme is to raise awareness °
of the Decade periodlocallyandto :
put the spotlight on often forgot-

ten eventslocally from this period.
- Both of these have been re- -
‘searched and edited by local re-

‘searchers and historians.

~ Kilkenny Men interned in Bal-
lykinlar, County Down, 1920-21,
researched and written by Orla -

|

CITY GAOL

R

Murphy, edited by Carmel Cum-
- mins

- lication.

‘Ballykinlar Camp
Co. Down was the
first and the largest
of the internment
camps opened by the
British authorities at
the height of the War
of Independence in
December 1920. Several
of the Kilkenny men
who were interned
in Ballykinlar already
had experience of
internment earlier
in 1920 and some like
Tom Treacy, Jim Lalor
and Ned Comerford
had experienced it in
the aftermath of the
1916 Rising. Both Tom
and Jim had ended
up in Frongoch via
Richmond Barracks,
Dublin, and Wakefield

This short excerpts gives a fla-
vour of the content in the pub-

Prison in Yorkshire.
It was in Frongoch,
“the University of
Revolution”, which
had thrown almost
1800 prisoners
together after the

Rising, that the seeds
of the resurgent Irish
Volunteers were sown.

. ties moved swiftly to implement
- a country-wide round up of any
. prominent Sinn Féiners, public
| representatives and anyone sus-
- pected of being an LR.A. officer.
- They were enabled to do this by
- the Restoration of OrderinIreland
- Regulations which had multiplied
- the number of raids and arrests '
- carried out in all areas that au-
¢ tumn.

. The day after Bloody Sunday,
- 21 November ,1920, the authori-

On the 4 December, the Kilken-

- ny People reported that Ballyki-

- nlar, a British army training base -
- duringWW1, wasbeingreadied for -
- aninfluxofinternees fromacross
. the country. During the war British
. soldiers had christened it World's
' End and that One eyed Godforsak-
- en Ballykinlar, Co. Down because
. itwassoisolated on the shores of

- Dundrum Bay .

. Bythetime thisnews brokein
- the local newspaper arrests had
. already been made on 23 Novem- |
- ber and the first batch of Kilken- :
. ny men who were destined for
Ballykinlar had been transferred :
from Kilkenny Military Barracks °
to Kilworth camp and then to
Cork Military Prison from where
they were transferred on board a
- ship called The Heather to Belfast
. along with 250 other prisoners.

.

BALLYKINLAR INTERNMENT CAMP
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IRISH REPUBLICAN PRISONERS, 1920-21
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CONDITIONS IN BALLYKINLAR CAMP

Startling Reports from Prisoners’
Commandant and Doctor
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Kilkenny Jail, November 21st
1921, researched and written by °
- Fergal Donohue

The short excerpts below will
- giveaflavour of the publications.

Kilkenny Jail, November 21st

1921

‘On the night of 22
November 1921,
forty-three prisoners
escaped from Kilkenny
jail. This was not the
first time that prisoners
had escaped from the
city or county jail, but
it was certainly the
most audacious of jail
breaks and the largest.
It is also one that
lives on to this day in
folklore, family history,
and the written record.
The escapees were
all political prisoners
during the War of
Independence and
due to a slew of recent
arrivals from Spike
Island, came from all
over Ireland.
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Alimited number of brochures;

- will be available to the public in
- our Library network from early
. December and they can be down-
- load from the library website
- www.kilkennylibrary.ie

In addition, we the have devel-

- oped a series of 14 podcasts, re-
- searched and compiled by author
- and historian Eoin Swithin Walsh.
- These are available through our
- website kilkennylibrary.ie under
- Our Services - Decade of Cente-
| naries '

At the time of the escape, the .
county jail was at the top of Gaol :
Road, on Stephen Street, close to

the modern fire station. While
nothing remains of jail today, its
history can be traced, and the
surviving plans show what the
jaillooked like. The oral evidence
from the bureau of military his-
tory, in combination with the

The full series will be all avail-
able in December 2021. :

A short film detailing what

- sources are available free online
- on the Decade period with a
- Kilkenny emphasis will also be
- available to watch over the com-
. ing days, so follow our social me-
- dia platforms @kilkennylibrary
- and website! =
- surviving maps and plans, also

- revealsalotabout the escapeand
 the approximate location of the [/
_ exit point of the tunnel can be :
~ established. :

An Roinn Cultir,
Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht



