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Thomastown Library’s Enduring Spirit and Exciting New Chapter

Following the closure of the beloved Thomas-
town Library on March 10th, anticipation is 
building in the community for the opening 
of a brand-new, modern facility. While the 

closure of the old library brings a touch of nostalgia 
and sadness for many, the excitement surrounding 
the new library promises a fresh chapter fi lled with 
expanded resources, activities, and spaces designed 
to serve all ages. This transition marks an important 
moment for Thomastown, celebrating decades of 
rich history and community spirit while looking 
forward to a vibrant future.

Thomastown Library: Thomastown Library: 
A Beloved Community A Beloved Community 
Hub Through the YearsHub Through the Years

The 1970s marked a signifi cant 
expansion of library branches 
across County Kilkenny, includ-
ing Thomastown, providing free 
access to books and resources. 
Since then, Thomastown Library 
has remained a vital resource and 
gathering place for the commu-
nity.

Kay Cody, a retired staff  mem-
ber who began working at Tho-
mastown in 1995, shares vivid 
memories of the library’s early 
days. “Before computers, we used 
paper and cards — it was bedlam 
when busy. We didn’t even have a 
bathroom at fi rst; we had to put 
a notice on the door saying, ‘Back 
in 10 minutes.’ The library closed 
for six months to build a toilet ex-
tension, humorously prompting 
someone to ask if the head offi  ce 
was constructing the ‘Taj Mahal’.”

Kay also recalls a library user 
who was enrolled in an equine 
course at Grennan College who 
borrowed a book about sheep. 
“His ewe ate the book on sheep!”

As well as being a trusted 
centre for literacy and reading, 
Kay describes the library as “a 
community hub, tourist office, 
personalised book chooser, and 
delivery service.” She fondly re-
members the children she met, 
“They were dotes!” Despite ini-
tial fears that new technology 
and ereaders would replace the 
library experience, library usage 
has continued to grow.

Kay looks forward to watching 
the new library continue to off er 
“a friendly atmosphere, comrad-
ery, and someone to talk to,” pre-
serving the spirit that has made 
Thomastown Library a cherished 
community space.

Thomastown Library: Thomastown Library: 
A Warm, Welcoming A Warm, Welcoming 
Community HavenCommunity Haven

Orla Worth, another former 
staff  member at Thomastown 
Library from 2014 to 2022, fond-
ly recalls the library as “a warm, 
bright welcoming place where peo-
ple could chat or read the news-
paper.” Library users described 
it as “like coming into their sitting 
room,” a little old, quirky building 
with a curious cosiness. Inter-
estingly, the building had once 
served as a cowshed and even 
housed an undertaker’s hearse.

Orla also highlights the li-
brary’s great community spirit 
and loyalty. In recent years, Irish 
public libraries joined together to 
provide a national inter-library 
loan system, “bringing the world 
to Thomastown users for free.” 
Beyond books, Thomastown 
Library served as a tourist cen-
tre, genealogy and local history 
research hub, tech support, and 
citizen’s advice centre — “a tribute 
to the library service – when all 
else fails, we’re there for people.”

She recalls a particularly event-
ful time when a flood closed 
the library for six weeks. Water 
reached three shelves high, dam-
aging books and equipment. De-
spite challenges, the library has 
continued to adapt and off er a 
vital public service including free 
courses on everything from com-
puters to fl ower arranging. “We 

held very popular fl ower arrang-
ing classes with Betty, who would 
bring bags and boxes of plants, 
trailing into the library, fi lling the 
space with the scent of nature.”

Young Readers Share Young Readers Share 

Memories and Hopes Memories and Hopes 
as Thomastown as Thomastown 
Library Prepares for a Library Prepares for a 
New ChapterNew Chapter

The Thomastown Library Ju-
nior Book Club is a vibrant group 
of young readers who share their 
love of books and the library’s 
welcoming atmosphere. Claire 
(11) fondly recalls, “My happiest 
memory of visiting the library is 
getting the last book in the Har-
ry Potter series before going to 
America, and I brought the book 
with me to read.” Jake (11) appre-
ciates the library’s inviting en-
vironment: “When I walk in, the 
atmosphere is really good, and I 
love the smell of books.”

For many, the library is more 
than just a place to borrow books. 
Sarah (7) enjoys the staff  support: 
“There are lots of lovely books to 
pick from, and if you’re unsure, 
people help you. If a book isn’t 
there, you can order it.”  Saidh-
bhín (8) recalls one fun event: “I 
went to the library disco! I loved 
the dancing, music, limbo, and 
balloons.” She hopes for more 
activities like coder dojo, brace-
let making, and a summer camp. 

Looking ahead, Donnchadh 
(10) hopes the new library will 
continue to off er a great selec-
tion of “movies, audiobooks, and 
video and board games.” Hazel (9) 

has mixed feelings about the old 
library’s closing: “I felt sadness but 
also excitement for a bigger, better 
library – I’ll miss the comfort and 
feeling of home.” Saidhbhín said 
that, if the new library could talk, 

it would ask the old library, “Are 
you lonely and depressed?”

Lily (8) is looking forward to 
the opening of the new library: “I 
hope it will have a junior writing 
club and a treasure hunt for all 
ages. I think the librarians’ desk 
should be at the entrance to wel-
come everybody.” Lucy (11) high-
lights the library’s wide appeal: 
“They have lots of diff erent books: 
comics, graphic novels, fantasy, 
fi ction, humour, non-fi ction.” Ma-
laika-Furaha (11) hopes that the 
new library will off er a crochet 
club, “That would be very fun for 
me.”

The junior book club members 
agree that Thomastown Library is 
a special place fi lled with friend-
ship, fun, and endless stories - a 
true community treasure.

Once handover of the new 
building is completed, library 
staff  will commence a large body 
of work to prepare the library for  
opening – stocking the shelves, 
implementing health and safety 
systems, installing ICT systems 
including self-service kiosks, lap-
tops, PCs and equipment, and 
fi tout and furniture installation. 
It is hoped that the new library 
will open in April 2026.

In the interim, we will main-
tain a level of service in Thom-
astown via the following:
■ While we’re closed, regular 

services will continue at 
all other Kilkenny Library 
branches, and our online 
services remain available 
24/7 as always - including 
eBooks, audiobooks, news-
papers, magazines, and online 
learning resources (see www.

kilkennylibrary.ie for more 
information).

■ There will be a ‘Returns Box’ 
available outside of the old 
library Monday-Friday from 
10am-4pm.

■ Our mobile library will also be 
present at Kilkenny County 
Council Thomastown Area 
Office (Eircode R95 TX68) 
on Mondays from 10am-4pm, 
starting on March 16th.

■ Any queries can be made by 
calling (056) 7794160 or by 
emailing info@kilkennyli-
brary.ie.

■ Requests and reservations 
will be held until the new 
library opens. Alternatively, 
you can contact us and ar-
range to collect them at an-
other library branch or at our 
mobile library. 

■ All loans will be extended 
until the new library opens.


